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On Jan. 21 the Nicaraguan Democratic Force (FDN), headed by Adolfo Calero, released a strategy
paper for 1987 stating that the contras will engage in widespread hit and run raids in central
Nicaragua. This strategy is not the official policy of the United Nicaraguan Opposition (UNO).
The document outlines a first phase of attacks on military related targets in the mountainous
regions of central Nicaragua, including garrisons, supply convoys, power plants, communication
towers, fuel depots, bridges and farm cooperatives. In a later phase, the contras would advance into
populated areas of the west coast. As pointed out by Bernard Trainer of the NEW YORK TIMES
(01/21/87), some military leaders, including contra military personnel, question contra ability to
carry out the FDN strategy. Xavier Arguello, a spokesman for UNO said the paper is "a little too
optimistic." UNO's position, he said, is that "the struggle is not just military, it is political. We
still have a bad image. We are losing the political, ideological propaganda war to the Sandinistas.
And that is just as important as the military side." UNO skepticism regarding the FDN document
reflects the resurgence of a major power struggle within contra ranks. The internal conflict is
considered a continuation of long-term disagreements between Calero and UNO leader Arturo
Cruz. Cruz has reportedly removed his personal effects from his office in Miami. UNO officials
denied he had resigned, but admitted there were "problems." The Cruz faction maintains that
changes promised by the Reagan administration to Congress have been obstructed by Calero, the
CIA and UNO general secretary Leonardo Somarriba. According to James LeMoyne of the NEW
YORK TIMES (01/23/87), both contra and US officials said the contra infighting had pitted the State
Department against elements of the CIA, with the latter generally supporting Calero. If Cruz resigns
or denounces the FDN, the Reagan administration would face serious problems since it must certify
to Congress that efforts to broaden the contra movement have been successful.
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